




I 

, 
I 
I 

A WARTIME LOG 
FOR 

BRITISH PRISONERS 

.. ,t f ... 
TilE W·\1t Pl{l~OX£RS' AID Of IIIF. , 'I I 

37, Qu.; Wil .. " 
G.~r.v.. Sw,u,. A> 



f? 

UNDER 
GERMAN 

PROTECTION. 
'THIS BOOK BELONGS =TO:--'; -

R. AN DE RSON. SGT. · 
P.o.W:t=t- Lf17b 
OFLAG L U FT IIT 
SAGAN. GERMANI 
JVrJritt/'f'f 

Iy l 
. Kriegsgefangenenlag;r 

dar Luftwaffe Nr. 3 



IT !t R Mlt."'NCHOL..!j $ITRr!. Jou'RC IN THe PO>NCI? of 

lj/JIIR. {!NfMfliS, Ijov OWE !JO<ltt l. IFe To HIS HI.IMRAhTy. 

fjOIiR DRII..] 8IlERO;0 HIS COnPR5$loN. you MusT" 
D8f1 HIS OI?OEIlS

J 
"W""T HIS Pt.,CRlu/U$. Possess 

yovR. SooL,. ZN PIlT/ENef-. 

THe /)19!S RRC l..oNG-. Houfie~ CR~wL. B! LIJ(£ 
PRR~l..'.ITlt CCNn Pc. r>ES , f1olf!Ov£R THE Wl-/oL...£ 
RTf'loSPIIU£oF PRISON} CvCII tHe. BI!ST RNO MosT 

Rl.(;.uLRTCQ of PRI$oNS IS OD'otr~. CO",PRN IONS 

Qu/UlH£l In/off tvaTN,,.,,,, liT RL.L RNO GET" rH, 
L.iMoT POSf.IIJLC ENJoy"'rHT rt'?Orf FRCH OTHERS 
(OffPRI'i! ' you rrCL CONST'IHI H",/fIL,nT/oN 
fiT l!tlNG FeNC(D IN oy RRI/...N(;.$ I'fNO IN/fU, 

WnrtHco Il'i IM,.,co GtU~~os RiolO vv~66CD 111 
A 71f"'"'L , 0':- !?CQt;L.fIT'."15 RHO I?n7/ttcTIOI'A, 

WINSTON C HuRUil LL 
11"" 



I 



------aORO.RCIMOS - SCALI;: 

CA PiTOLS G1 

FRANCE 

300 
O"-~.-.. ~oC:"';;;'''T;C.~.'''fS'' 
o :l..OQ 

~ILES 

, 

)~ 

AGA 

GERMANY 

\ 
I 



·.' tr0EA Lett to Rlcht 

~aCk ~gw ~entfie How srant Row 
• ' 0 onald .1 . . roy.. . 1 .. Sinclair 

fl . F . Punt. n . J . TdUet E.II. Sangster 
G.W. H. Venabl •• O.J. Richardson A. H. Briegs 
n .A. Anderson W. Hunter G.G. Ki ne 
J. B. Acheson L. s tevens D. P. Th)mpson 
J.T. Glover G. R. Large T. E. Jackson 
D.II . KIng J . n . Beggs 
J . Plant 
D. WItcher 
I . A. Bank, 
H. P. Clft l"k 
E. Ellerton 
A.B. DrUJltlond Ha,. 
'r . R. Klpp 
J .VI . lIur.Ph7 

t .' _ 



• 





- -
RA 

-... 





,~".~.= .. ~ _______ ~==: 2l 

) 
< 



· -
I 

.... 





Golden-Age Gloves 
"SPORTS, ESPECIALLY I'JlOI'F.SS IO~A I, S PORTS, liAS 
gollolally out of hand: ' Fighting words from former 
heayyweiglitdlamp MAX SCHMWNG.ffl.ln an inter­
view last week with the German Pt'CS.'1 Agency Ihat 

he says Is his last, he deplored the 
millions handed out to teen pbe­
noms. Schmeling. who liycs near 
Hambur'S and keeps fit by jogging, 
was a hero In Gennany after his 
1036 knockout of the U.S.'s Joe 
IA)ll is, but aficr losing in ROllnd 1 of 
their 1938 return boUI. he says, "( 
.... 1lS n nobody here," 

TIM~~ AI'HIL 19, 1993 
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WARNUNG 
der Reglerungen der Sowjet­
union, der Verelnlgten StaG"\, 
ten von Amerika und GroB­
brltannlens a n aile deutschen 
Kommandanten, Wammann-

schoften und ~8.tapo- . 
beamtej, 

lin Namen oller Vereinten Nationen, die Jich" .. 
Irle$l mit Deutsct.land befmder/. wenden sid! die 
Reglerungen der SowjetuniOll. der VereinlQt .. 
Stoote" von Amerlka und GI'oBbritonniens fil ... 
dureh mit eln., f.lerllcf1en WtlfnUng an olle Ko ..... 
-.andonte" WId Wgchmonn5d!bften, In dereft G .. 
wolt dch In DeutKfllond und~on Deutschlond 
c.kkuplerlen Gebleten Kfle9 gene der VOf"' 

" bOrIdetOfl beRnden. JOWie an • Gestopobeamt_ 
and aile .ondigen Per~nen. Uft(lbMngig 'IOI'I .d.ftI 

, 

( 

I 

6Unaefen 'Sefinaen, sowie en die Gesf~pobel!lmten una 
bile sonstigen Personan, unabhangig von dem Charak~ 
ter ihrer Dienststellung und ihrem Rang, in deren Oewalt 
Kriegsgefangene der Verbundeten ubergeben wurden, 
)ei es im Kampfgebiet, auf den Verkehrswegen oder 
)n den ruckwarfigen Gebielen. Die drei Regierungen 
~rkl.3ren, da~ aile diese Personen fur Sicherheit und 
Wohlbefinden aller Kriegsgefangenen der Verbundeten, 
'die sich in ihrer Gewalt belinden, 1lIis personlich haftbar 
belrachtel werden, und zwar in nicht geringerem Ma~e 
'&Is dlls Oberkommando der Welumacht und die zu­
slandigen deulschen Mililiir-, Kriegsmarine- und luft­
waffen-Behorden. 

Jade Person, die sich einem beliebigen Kriegsgefan­
genen der Verbundeten gegenuber schlechte Behand­
rung zuschulden kommen lief, oder dessen schlerhle 
Behandlung duldefe, sei es im Kampfgebiet, auf den 
Werkehrswegen, im lager, 'im Lazareff, im Gefangnis 
tlder lm anderem Ort, wird schonungslos verfolgt und 
beslraft werden. 

Die Cirei Regierungen machen warn end darauf auf­
rnerksam: diese Veranlworlung Qilt bedingungslos und 
unler allen Umstanden; niemand kann ihr dl!ldurch ent­
gahan, da~ er die Verantworfung auf andere Behorder: 
))der ' Person~n schiebt. 

Merschall der Sowjelunion 

J. STALIN 
Prlsidenl der Vereinigten Slaale n von Amerlk. 

H.TRUMAN 
Preml6IWinisler von Gro~bril .. nl1ien 

W. CHURCHILL 
23. April 1945 
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rr .00 _ ~ -I""I'"'The UIN! plUH'l .Ilowly, mlnule.. 

I The boYI go out nob,lIy. Some --I ~m like hoW'll, but I ... bu,)' timer-
are OD their tim trIP ~d look II bit tor the Squlldron..commander am' 
worJ'\@d. 'I11O~ ftleranl look lUI If h'- FlI.ht-Comm:lnden. :nut Group 
they ate just go!n&, to • tea party. telephonelll to confirm that thore po 
but 1nshl. they te~1 (UHerently. the tull numb(!r ot alrerflft on trom 
After tile brh.·tlng II wtlr correspond- the I!quadron. Then the main ten· 
ent comel UP tll'd alks the Squ(ld- ancto QUiteI' to lay that C-Chllrlle 
ron.Commander a tl'W quutlona. hn hlown a .. enilln~. allllll he put 

"Why aU this C!(In~nt""t!on!" he on th, te$elVe? Yea, pul OD rfI' 

ask-. "Wh.t II the exact Idea 1" The serv •• 
Squadron-Commander I. • busy A call from the .lnn.ment oW· 
DIM, but he 11;'-" him t he wholo -- .. cookle hu dropped aU Z-
an,wer. Ho,", the .... are a.o many Zebr .. 
1i"11S In Gl:!rmany. all d(~ndln&, on "r. .veryone all rl&,ht7" 
.hort-wa'·e eleetrlelty to!' thl1lr pre- "'Yet, ~I1I'l'One'JI all r laht." 
diction, 10 that I' OM o.lrcra!t were "'Well, put It on again th~n." 
to go over every tive mtnuh~1 each The oxy&,en hal leaked from G-
sun would have that alrCl'att' all to Qeora_get OD to the tnatntenallC8 
hlm:Jelt. Similarly with tbe n tght fltaht lo have new oxy,en botlIes 

'

I firMer&. But if an the elreran go put JIl. ADd 10 it aou on, the 
Dver more or leu l!Itmultaneousl), phone rlngtn&, the Whole Uml1, He 
the .. the aunl cannot pick out and dOU JH)t have Ume to think, and 
Ore It any one aircraft nor I'IlIl the pre58ntly everyone la In. the creW 

~ ni&'ht tlghtet5 btl .. eclorl1d on to any rootn.4rell8lnlt tor Ihe bl, rald, pul· 
one aircraft. With the retUlt that tina on thl1lr mutllple undl1rwear 
lone. ne kl1pt down. Moreover, end electrically heated luttl before 
the bombin, takell a more coneen- iotn" out to the alrcrll1t 
trated torm ?fhl1n all alrcran bomb AU the hal'l are chattl1rlna hap-
together, . plly, hot thll ill only to cover up 

"How about eolli,jone!" the war their true tcelinal. But they all 
oorrupondent uke. know that they will be Quite all 

I ~eM won't be lUly, ..... ya the right once the,. aet Into their air-
;, I Squadron-l.t'ac!er. "provided they all cralt. 
... ke('p Ilral.lbt, and If the Pathfind. "Pran&, It aGOd, boYI,~ eeYl an 

era ar. 01:1 time. SomeUml1l lhte AUltraUan who IU'1 eomlna 10-
dONn't happen. One night at nlJrht: one of hi. crew II .Ick. 
Stullaart the Pathllndeu wcre tit. Thea come. thfl take-ott, A tllrill-
teen minutes late and there were Ing light to the layrnlln. Exactly 
eome tour hundred bomben clrclinlt at the rlaht Ume, they taxI out, led 
the tari",t w"tln&, for them; elahteen by the SquadronwCommander In hI. 
didn't come back. Some of tho'" own aircraft with a .laud,. dl'Bia-n 
'A'era coll1J1onl, 1 think." plLlnted on the nOliI'. They come out 

Th, Ume after the brte1lna I, not one after another, like .. long 'U'lna 
very pleasa.at. No one knows ?fhat of duck .. and Une up on the runway 
to do. Some lit In the 1111111, II... wallin. to take-otr. There II .. f tenlna to the radio, an.d wl.hin&, cheery ""avfI ot lood·bye. trom the 

~ I they ?fere flU" away trom all \hil. well·wlaherl Oil the tInt flare. Theil 
I.' A few play bllHarda. Blit mOlt ot the pilot slams hil whlllowl put 
; I them jUtt lilt In chalnl plckln, up and puahes open the throttle.. The ', I pEQerl and throwln,. them down, a-round lInderneath the well-wl$h-

ltarlnlt lnto space and welUna for el'll Ihlverl and Ihoke .. lendln. a 
" the elodl: on the Will to Ihow the tunny teelln&, 1P&' their .plne" ~.nll 

time when they must go dowft to the Laneaelerl lumber of! one af>;er 
I, att "n tbe~~1n. do --.. anothlU' down the mile-long nare-
~ : path, And ot( they 11'0 Into the du,,% 

'\ 



Over to • lann 1iborerll.t'U~ ... ~ To dC8ttlbe this hi&' bombl'r t~ 
I ~ lila tractor In II lIeld. ••• He hu ; ""-, fl¥lna out In thi3 formation II not 
I ..., Jut! done hb plowlna: and hi .bout. .egy. But imagine II llau brick 

to co bome. He I, looldna: forward two m!les across, 20 mUe. lona and 
to his _enlna: my I. Lookl"lll8' up. t?OO teet thick, HUed .. Ith hun-
h. can lee hundfOld. of .peCQ In r..'.red. ot Lal\eaners, lind move it 
the sky, black IIpKka, all .etUna: ,lowly toward the Dutch eoot and 
unallef and vnaller •• they climb there YOU have II concentrated wave 
hli'ber and h\i:her Into the II1trht on it. wQY. The Dutch coa.1 loom« 
air. n. tun" to hlt tractor and up Inendlbl), aoon, rtlther too lOOn. 
My., -rhey b. aolne out lleain 10- It I, now 5 o'clock. At Ihl. hour 
flight, I 'ope they dYe 'em baatarda In Germany operational melB4lt(!. 
heu, may the)' III ~oma back allain, have 'leoma In from Gruppen and 
God bl ... 'em, rood !Joyr they be." Staffeln or nlll'ht fighters lleattered 
Then ha bei'ln, to trudge home. throuahout Gennan territory. Me .. 

Over to a ,Irl typld about to aa! aerlChmttt, Fockli! Wulf and other 
out ot a bUll In the nll!ll.r-by city. lypel of fltrhten are fully loa4(>d 
She lI.e ... , tha roar of the aircraft wllh fuel and ammunition, ready 
and '$)" to her ,t:0rnRlIWR'}, "Oh, for take-otr from. the operational 
Ulere \bey ,0 again. trdo h~ tlIey bue.. Alreratt and per,onnel al"8 
will «ome back early, otherwise read,., meehanlcl, ent:ineera, arm-
thay 9liU wake me \lp .••• - oret. na on duty on many aJrfleld., 

O,-er to one of our alrcraft Uyln, nady to ~ppl7 suddenly arrlvlni' 
high. •• , They have just reached alrcran with fresh fuel and more 
their opetatlonnl height. The en- IImmuI\lU'In. Everything hal been 
glnel IU'e throttled back to erul&lna: done to enlure the qulckelt pot-
revoluUonll. "Hullo nav1i'atot, Sklp- ,Ibla employment of the nlaht-
per call1n,,. What time must I set tighter InTI. 
count tor tha rendezvoua point r' At thl. hour It II qUiet at tbe 

. Getman lenrehllght and flak bat-
, Tbe na\'leator eeta: a qUlck fix. I teri'l, AmmunlUon stocks have 
'We are Ibout 00 mllel away, 11 been mede up IIll:ain since Ihe lllllt 

,"ou drcle hera for tJ.ve mlnutea, lrald. The enormoua power Plante 
then tet coune at 210 mile. an hour of the .tar('hllll'hta need only be 
)'ou wl~l b. thera dead on t,'me." twitched o~ fI,\" thfO' YO/MUI)..uftwdta 

"OK, III),' the akipper, 'You an helllYrl 10 ~nvert U-e electriC CUI'-

light. ~ Kunner!" rent, enoush to .upply a medium-
"Yq. COlnel lhe "olee fro., the .Ized town into shimmerln •• ,M 

itack. ' 
In n"e I\'l.lnut .. ' time he let, and !;end It up into the night .ky, 

cours. anel the blunt noae of the The lentrlel on the 18rre 8.8 cm. 
Lancaster polntt toward the ellt. gunl pace up and down and watch 
At that moment nearly all tha the approlchlng nlll'ht. It will.lOOn 
bomben have done the &ame tl\lnK be pitch dark, u the sky I. C<I\t1'fit 

d "h 'tiOIl lI,hte on. at with 'hCAvy ram cloudl and the 
an ,W navea crescent moon win not rise until 
their venoul helshta, they all con- later. Even then HI lIiht wll1 
verge On to the rendezvous spot at s('orcely pierce the dllrk clOUd •. The 
oacUy :1.ero mlnu. two hours. They 

'" It I III 10ll:elher then British prefer nlghtl luch at thh. 
Nae" mot. or e • 1740 houra. A melUlI"e C(JlnCl 
all navlaatlon lIaMs go oul t1mul· ,nto the centre .Hlr Bprlin from 
taneolaly and they .tralll:hten up bt.U 
on their COUI"U for Berlin. The the Chan,:,el ('oru..t. An alarm 

I
t I II ( h1ll t't"ew to cheek rlnp. Stron, Bl'ltl8h bomber unit. 

cap a n ye • ° out on board The are ero.ling the Dutch coaat. A 
that all Uahll are telephone ('u.U warnl tile .Ir-ddenat' 
bomb ailner tllle' the bombs, the force. of the IXIDtinent. The nl~ht 
,unn~r. eoo:k their cuns and they fishIer uuH, In Holland ha,e aJ. 
IlJ'O' on thelt '11'1\3'. ______ -' 



rE'ady taltt'fl o"1r and 81:'8 ~ 
lookQ~1 tor the enemy on hJa east· 
em eOU~M, attach Ih",maelvN to hi 
unltl, .nd whU ... tlle tint nillM ... n­
~mentJ between the o.rman 
nl,M 'Ight ... ., $ltd the Britl1ih 
bomheu are setUn&: the ,lage for 
the Krellt night bllttle, the ground 
creWI of C()untless other Celeh. 
wader In the r ... a:ldll 01 Central Ger­
many .ro putting the Ilnal toue 
o the aircraft 81 they Itand ready 
o t.&ke off. 

Behind the great alau mal> ,und 
female ,Ianala awrlllarlel, wearlnl 
headphonell and laI')'lllophone .. 
with a thick atlclc of c harooal In 
th.lr ",ht handa with which they 
draw In the positionll of the enemy 
unlU, From the control room only 
thclt shadowl mov!n, behind the 
lliasa plate CBn be .eell. Ceuelenly 
the Itroket and arrow. on the areat 
map ,Ive ptace to new marldnaL 

Every officer and man taku up 
hi. POSItlOIL Each know. ('l(I,ctly 
what he has to do, and aU work 
toaether without !rIcUon. 

The glallll map IhoWI that the 
enemy II advanc1nll alOng &everal 
dltterent directionl, but it 1. clear 
thnt the main forc. I. conUnulnE 
eutwal'dL The enemy bombers 
have crQli!l'ild the lrontler of W .... t· 
un Gennany. Suddenly, Uley 
swln, round towards the aouth~ 
A lew weaker formaUon. are flyin&" 
touthwards up the Rhine. Cascades 
al'll droppe4 over two W .... t Germsn 
towns: It may be that the main 
attack Is to be directed aglln5t 
thl'~" town" but It ma.y .1s" be 
that thll II a feint movement d~ 
limed to lure the German night 

.11,hten Into the wrona- areas. The 
'eM'my ho~s that a wrona- Garman 
order will Eain him valuable 
minutes to get hi. main aHacking 
force Into the p«'lCrlbe<i target 
arc.. where he would then find 
weaker German nlght·CliMer forces. 

Tho control officer, who II tully 
atquainted with the many different 
problems and Q.~eatlon .. the pOll­
.Ibilltlu of attack: and de1enre, 
fIlllke. his decldoD after eo,_,.,,,,,,, 

t10U -Chf(:Jrtna: the .ltuatlon In 
a hrl.et talk with the O.c. The 
British force 1ft lUll on It. ""'Y '?"'t~­
ward. Central Germ.ny. The main 
lorea 01 the bombera hu n\.Ilde an-
other tum and is aEaln fIylnlt east. 
The Jut mClIIBge nadt: "Front ot 
eDlm)' form.tion hi Doflll.·JIelnrich 
area. cour.e ea5~" 

:l.8SO hour.. At thl. moment 
llaMer unit X, whOle alrc...rt an 
r.ady at the end 01 the l"Unw.,. 
with their enltine' roarinJ", receive. 
the order ~nJt X-village take olf 
by vllual ~on Y.-

A few minute. later the .Ircraft 
.rs racing over the ,round. cHmb-­
tna' I'lIp!dly, flying towards the 
flashlnl Ught of ViMU" beacon Y. 
In Berlln the UnderltOUnd II ,till 
running, and traUlc ,Oil on a l 
U!ual. Then the populltlon I"etl Ita 
first wal"l'llng; the DeUIec:h1and· 
lender a()e' off Ule air. The bright 
IlaM •• t the marshalling yard. are 

Itched off. The .... at elty .Inks 
Into darknesL 

The enemy hal meanwhLl. flown 
put to the north of the tim large 
central German town. In • bare 

our he may be over Berlin. At a 
eight 01 6,&10 m. the four::englne 
mbers are 1'"Oarlna on their way 

eutward •. 
lM5 hours. ... m...... III the 

h eadphones: the enemy hat already 
loll .... ven alrcraft before rctlChin.r 
Om.bruck. 

Other n ight flahter unlta are 
ready to take--off to protect the 
capital. The meleoroloallt ill 
delJCrtbln, the wealher ,ltuaUon, 
Cloudleu sky (weI' South German), 
wherelll;ht Il,hterl can land after 
the battl •. 

MNlnwhiie, the nl,ht"iJ"hter 
unltL which have laumbled In 
certain Ir .... 1, &rEI guided e105er to 
the enemy. The German "I"',tl'''' 
have .1rf'ady made contact every· 
where with the enemy bomber 
lormaUot"lL No"," the shens a 
.ounded In Berlin. 

ImpOrtant decision, .... tIlken 
""latinA' tdllUl<:t acU."" of the 
et'atchll;ht b:ltterles, takln. into 



toulderatlOll the W .. thH ,ltuaU.,Il. 
Ord"u an usued to llle batlerieli 
of tile Berlin flak dlyls!on. 

1916 hour.. The enemy" 100 
kilomel" .. u from Bt'rlln. A harge 
nl.U'llber ot nJaht "I'Mer. '"' 
.ceom~nyln&, the Brlll~h bomben. 

The O.C, aits next to the IA 
Untelllgenee) ortloor. In order to 
clelllr up Ii q uestion qUickly lie 1l8k.s 
to Iptak to the O.C. In another 
Luflgau; eornmand priority ceJl to 
X lown. In • maUer of leeonds a 
(emale alcuaw auxlllllr)' h., made 
lhe deSired telephone eonneetlon. 

On the .~t ala" map the 
Ilrrow. draw cioNlr and cloaer to 
Berlin. The poalHan. of the n!KIlt-. 
(I"hll'r unlll are exactly known. 

1941 houn. Is lhe enemy going 
1= .tralllht tor Berlin! At 19i3 hour. 
~ tire I, opened by a heavy flu 
.\ bauery I. the wuL It I, .till l.'l1-
, po",lble to .y Whether lile rna" of 
, the I'nemy bombers will not lI&,al1l 

I, 

mllke ... ha~ tUrB ahort ot BerHn 
and perbapi attack Lelpzl ... 

Above the Inner part of the town 
the enemy drop. stream. and 

'j clI8cade. of tlllreB. Strong tOI'(lU a'" 
r.ported. OVtr ... a11ou •• utlurb.. A 
~ 

, 
I 

hail of HE. sh.d" from Ib.e heavy 
flak ru,he, up to the heilOhts of 

. the approaching bomber •• 
In .pite of the ditrieuiliu of the 

weather t he night tighten hunt out 
the enemy. In tho brilliant bearm 
oC the learchllghtl the BrlU.h air· 
crall are clearly recoiJliuble. The 
enemy drojl.!l hb bomb. on the city'. 
Indu.hial areal and then triM to 
"et away as quickly II poulble. At 
top .peed other German night fight­
era: Chase aUer him to shOOt 11;1 a5 

m'ny ot hUi fon::et 1\1 poulble. 
Over to the leadln" Pathfindl)r 

aircraft, 
"Uow tar are we tram the tar­

aet, Kav.!'" 
"About twenty-five mile .... 
"O.K. Stand by to drop preUm-

lri f~t marker.~ 

"Standln&: by." 
;. voice trom the mid-Upper tunet. 

"FlaIc comln&: up port behind. sklp­
per.-

''O.K.'' 
The aunt att just beilnnln&: to 

opln Up down below. Ahead lies 
Berlin, sUll and Silent. Berlin 
lieenu to be lying down there lIkl • 
"Iaantlc maute, frightened to move, 
petl"Uled. Suddenly It 11 "alvan­
i'«!d Into life; hundredS of gllll 
flaIhe. coma up from 111 roofs, It. 
..,arks and Itt railway flak. 

''Don't weave, for Christ'. aalq!, 
Ildpper, only nnother minute." This 
from the navlgl1tar. 

Alain the captain', voice, ''O.K.'' 
HI Ie lIot aayinl mUCh. Both 

handa: art Oil the wheel, h i. eye. are 
dartln" everywhere Iooklnl' for 
trouble .nd hopin" not to tlnd 11. 
HII alrcralt leems huge, It appears 
to be the only one in the .ky, every 
gUll down below seems to be aim­
inff at him, the &'Un nuhe. lint 
viclou., 'hort and cruel. 

Down below, to the Qerman., he 
I, the first of M!lny hundred. of 
small spoll on cathode-ray tubel. 
n, civilian. have lana .. nee aone 

I 
to tbelr Ihelters, but those ot the 
A.R.P.. police end nr"watchln" 
'erylces are beginning to hear the 
loud anj:r)' roar of the Invading 
lorce. 
"~mJng up IlOW, II.kipper. Steady 

-coming up-comlng up-nowl 
O.K. T.I • .ron e." 

A few .eeondl later It bursts and 
cutllldes on to the around; • rna .. 
01 .rreell b.lls, shiDing brlghUy, for 
all thl world Ilke II 1Jt·1Pl) merry­
go-rOWIII, an unmlstak«ble .pot of 
IIKhL ••• 

Over to one of the mala force 
aln::iatt. 

'"l'here Ihe II, .klp, .tralght 
aheAd..· Thls ft'om thl bomb alm-
", 

"Fine, the Pathfinders Ire deld 
on time." 

Th' navl,.t:>r looks It hi, watch 
Ind makes a note to thlt effoet. The 
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bomb ... met marta hi •• top Witaa ~hlrty second.," 
TIl,... minutes and ''o'ent,. aooon~ f--- 1 Stili dead ie\.'@L Someone" fl'ont L-
to '0. On aU aides other bomb aim. h .. already .tarted & fir.. Gn'at r - . 
en ..... (loing the same, beainnln. ntdu ot lnoon4\.U"le. are be&1nnlns 
their Itrala-ht llCteen-mUe run to crt_OIJII acroA I.be tarim.. 
thfouell a curtain of .ttd. Flak I. Indicatlll&' marker. The .. ,Uc:b are 
comln .. up all round 1.1\'10& black a mile lonl'. but from till. hdaht 
ba!lOOM Which fioat by .t In alllntt_ they look about the len,Ut cot • 
In,. 'peed, Searehllahtl are weav- m~lch_.t1ck. .. 
lng, trying to pick up a .traei:ler "!'went)' IeCOnck. .. 
The bomb e!mer begin. to e<lunt.· "Steady-hold It -...nd then the 

•• ..".:.;h:~::.~m::::ln~u:(~.:._(~.:..!.~.:...:.:k~IP~'::'~.~ bomb a1mn ahouu: "Bomo. ~ne." , . Ther-e .. • not. ot rellflf III hb: 

Like , [Ieet of batuellhlp. the 
force .aU. In. Above a~ hundredll 
of fighter flarea, lIChUni" up the 
long lane of bomber. like dayllghL 

ow lind then .Junkeu 88'. Ind Me. 
UO'I rome darting In and out tikI' 
blp,ck moths trylnll to deliver thl'll' 
attack. The sky II tull of tracer 
buUeu, some going up, lome &,oin& 
down. Other"8 hote-pi':M out hori­
zontally .. one of our r.ar ,UllIte" 
lI~t. In a good ~ulrL 

Two minutea to 110. 
More nares hllvll cone clown. It 

~ecm8 even lighter than c!ly. Scnreh­
UghtA usually $0 bright thl'mlelvu 
can hardly pierce the c!uz11nc &"Iow 
of fill;f(lJ up above. Now the tracers 
are COmln&, up La aU coloun a. 
combats take place lett, rl&"ht encl 
c .. ntre. On ell aic!e. bombers a~ 
blowing UP. a. they cet c!irect hits. 
lreat 110'111' neshe. In tfte aky. lellY' 
ing It \·II.t trail of black trnoke III 
they disintegrate earthward •. Som ... 
one bal .. out. 

One minute to go - bomb I door. 
open. 

The bomb almer WI Ilill CQunUng. 
"FlIty .e-conds." 
"ForlJr aecond .... 
Thl're U nail: all round now. The 

1~d1nc wave of bomber. baa not 
bUn broken up, .. few have been 
ahot down, but the rest have hp),d 
their eoune. But the ahort time 
they held that count aeemed Ilke • 
IItetime. 

There comu the bomb ,Imer'a 
voice again. "Red T.l.', atn.lght 
ahead." 

"Gooc! Ihow, theN" the alcy 
mar:k«. too." -

Yolce. 
'I'll. Lancrus:ter ieaJ)t fOfWUd, n-

1

1t8Ved of Itt burdet'l. clIvln, •• llther­
In,. But It keep •• tnl,.ht on over 
the burnln.c eft".. Throttle.. &-. 
'lammed. wide open, tM eDglne. 
are In fiD' pltch~ they make _ 
nol .. 0( an ail'cralt Ul pain, 

A volcano hi .OW h.glng down 
below, areal stlcka 01. InOl'ndtllrlell 
llTe .till lIappl~ _crow the point 
where the target markers hU lint 
&one In. Now black amok. b be­
&lnnlng to ri.e, but .. theM tar&,et 
markl!r. bunt artd dro9 &lowly Into 
the lIaming mag, the later bomb 
almen hare. good ehance of aJm... 
Ing Ilt the mlddl •• Cookl" are ~_ 
plod!n&' ODe after another with 
their alo .... red t:lalhel, photo fluh .. 
aNI bursUn&, at aU height ... Ncb 
aircraft takel It. photogl:'llph. Thb 
II a &'alu7 of Debt, _ Uvtnl' .I&'ht.­
m .... 

Aa the last waft of bomben roar 
over. the firel! .tarted by the tint 
are beelnnln8' to take hold. Agalnl' 
their Vivid l ight eaa be teen the 
bottom lfIuadrool, tlffnc Iteadlly 
on. over t~batteretl city. 

The flak .. beafnninc \0 die. the 
W&r<'hUghtl haw I"one OUL Once 
aealn the I'J'OUlld cIelenee. baWl 
been beaten. 

A few leaflet. drltt down throuc' 
the bluiRh CIIU'e, only to bti bumt 
in the narnel' of the burnl,&, 
houaes. 

80011 the area .. one man of 

II 

! 

• 
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flame. and the La,t bomber has 
ropped Its bom~. At lut the ren­

dez:voul Is reached and the sur_ 
Vlvln&: bombers turn for home. 

That I. how It I, done, by young 
men with gut., by science lind by 
.km. The Gennan. do everythl.nlr / 
In their power to IIOP It, but In 
vain. There are too many varia­
tlonl; feint attack. can be made, or 
the bombenl can attack In wave .. 
They atD come In at hourly lnter­
vals; they ml&ht come over on a 
Aliht when the German fighteu 
cannot get up. And on every raid 
new devices are cSlTled, made by 
IclenUrtB, to help defeat' the Ger­
man defences. 

Thll wa. the beainnln •• the end 
of three yea~ hard experiment. 
The reat answer had been found 
and the bomber could .t last hit 
bard. 1t cowe! choose tactical or 
strategical larget.. Both were aI. 
Jeralc to bombl. 

An S.ooo.poundet elm. whistlinl 
past my wing-tip on Itt way down, 
and a few Becond. later a great 
.Iow, heavy flash eame up trom 
Ole around where It had landed antf 
My aircraft was bounced and toued l 
about as though It were a leaf. I 
remember that one. I distinCtly 
.. w • ,bower or Ineendhl.rln not 
two hundred yard, In front of me. 
It Is Indced curlOUI to be under­
neath a heavy bombing raid in an 
airplane. 

We dropped our load, and my 
poor Lancaster on H. three englncs 
Jumped into the air as the bombsl 
fell out of -lis belly and I bnnked 
uound and dived for the deck. 

During these momenUi there had 
bun little talk. but Once we were 
dear of the target area aU the bo,. 
on board started talkIng. 

"Leave tomo",ow.~ 
'Tomorrow we go on l.av .... 
"I'm &oln& Itshlng." 
"'I'm going to .Iet-p." 
"'Tomorro'" we 10 on leav.," 

a 
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