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DUTY ON WHICH ENGAGED:
Submarine spotting exercise.

NATURE OF ACCIDENT AND STAGE OF FLIGHT:
Pilot flying No. 3 in formaticn
line astern crashed into tail of
No, 2 directly in front, severely
damaging his propellor. He managed
to land at base. 5420 went out of
contrel and pilot bailed out into
the water. Body was recovered four
PRIMARY CAUSE: hours later,

26+—Collision in the air,
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COURT OF INQUIRY, INVESTIGATING OFFIiCER
OR COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT:

COURT OF INJUIRY
DATE: 24 Karch/43, 7 s{L. Wilson, J.T. (C244)
COMPOSITION: F/L. Austin, E.R. (21582)
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RECOMME [ONS:
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See Surmmary Nao, 286 for recomrendations re sea
rescues,

ACTION TAKEN:
(A) DISCIPLINARY (B) TECHNICAL (C) OTHER

CONCLUSICONS OF A, 1.B, AGREE WITH FINDINGS.

LACK OF PROPER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PILOTS AS TO TYPE OF LINE-ASTERN
FORMAT §ON TO BE CARRIED OUT,

LACK OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN GROUP OpERATIONS, SecTion ControL,FLYING
CONTROL AND STATION DPERATIONS AS TC SIGNALS AND MESSAGES ALSO LACK OF

SEA RESCUE ORGAN!ZATION, INCLUDING POORLY PAINTED MAE WESTS, LACK OF
DYES AND SIGNALL ING DEV‘CES IN DINGHIES.

SECONDARY CAUSE OR CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: THE MARINE CRAFT CREW FAILED TC KEEP A KEEN LOOKOUT. DID NOT SEE CRASH
. . O R SEE PILOT BAIL OUT ALTHO POSITICN OF CRASH WAS IN VICINITY OF THE

LEADING A/C Causid£OLLonaNG A/C TO OVERRUN  BOMBING RANGE WHERE MARINE CRAFT oo SATE
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